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Mon.-Fri. 10AM-7PM | Sat. 7AM-4PM 
Owner: Kyle Kabel

Cash & Walk-Ins Only

1040 Payne Ave. 

GENTLEMEN’S 
CLUB
BARBER
SHOP

SENIOR HAIR CUT 
SPECIAL $8

Tues.-Fri. 8-10AM

QUALITY - SELECTION - LOW PRICES

FREE DELIVERY

297-3060

SHARE YOUR MESSAGE CALL US AT 773-7676

LEWISTON-PORTER CHURCH DIRECTORY

Lutheran Church of the Messiah
915 Oneida Street, Lewiston

Phone: 754-4944   Fax: 754-0903
www.messiahlewiston.org

The Reverend Ashlin Marchese, Pastor
The Reverend Thomas R. Mason, Pastor Emeritus

Online worship can be viewed at MessiahLewiston.org
Come worship with us Sundays at 8:00am and 9:30am

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 1/31/21.1-844-859-7136
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

“Quite honestly, if we just had 
a target date; if they could tell us 
that we’d be opening Jan. 1 or Feb. 
1 or March 1, and here’s your ca-
pacity; that would be wonderful 
because then we could start put-
ting together a business plan and 
we can have shows booked and 
put tickets on sale. There would 
be patron confi dence that it’s go-
ing to happen and (the public) 
would say ‘We’ll support the arts 
again.’ But the fact that there’s 
just no plan in place is the really 
frustrating part here.”

While the Riviera has some 
capabilities to show fi lms, Fillen-
warth says such a plan wouldn’t 
be feasible. Beyond acquiring 
fi lm rights, theaters can only have 
a maximum of 50 patrons, some-
thing that isn’t much of a problem 
for a multi-screen cinema, but is 
not conducive to the Riviera’s lim-
ited stage space. 

In the absence of a state pro-
vided plan, Fillenwarth says the 
theater worked with Niagara 
County to develop its own plan, 
which they have sent to state of-
fi cials for approval. The Riviera’s 
plan – which calls for 50% capac-
ity, required masks, temperature 
checks and social-distance seat-
ing measures – mirrors other 
state-approved guidelines for 
comparable businesses. 

“We’ve done everything that 
they’ve asked. We’ve gotten the 
MIRV 13 air fi lters; we’ve waited 
for them to fl atten the curve. 
We’ve been patient. We’ve done 
our due diligence and gotten ev-
erything approved by the Niagara 
County Health Department. The 

most frustrating thing is we lay 
that all out there and try to get an 
answer from them and they don’t 
even respond to us.” 

The Riviera isn’t the only local 
theater in the dark. A recorded 
message for the Ghostlight The-
atre has a pointed message explain-
ing a similar situation. It states: 
“Here is what happened – we had 
gotten some guidance from the 
New York COVID-19 hotline re-
garding low-risk Indoor arts and 
entertainment and protocols for 
operating a haunted house. We 

had talked to several people – who 
couldn’t have been nicer – and we 
were under the impression that if 
we used masks, had less than 50 
people, followed social distancing 
and had plenty of hand sanitizer 
on hand, that we could proceed. It 
was indeed unsettling to fi nd out 
that that was not the case. It is a 
confusing time for everyone and 
the North Tonawanda and county 
people have been very helpful and 
sympathetic to our dilemma. When 
we get a defi nite go-ahead, it is our 
intention to present our season.”

Local theaters aren’t the only 
ones fed up with the state’s inac-
tion. Recently, city and county 
offi cials were joined by New 
York State Sen. Robert Ortt for 
a highly publicized press confer-
ence outside the Riviera, calling 
on Albany to act. Since then, Ni-
agara County Legislator Jesse 
Gooch created lawn signs urging 
residents to reach out to Lt. Gov. 
Kathy Hochul. The Lawn signs 
are available for a cash donation 
of $20 and can be purchased at 
the Riviera box offi ce on Wednes-
days and Thursdays between 
noon and 3 p.m.

Now, North Tonawanda city of-
fi cials are imploring residents to 
step up their efforts. On Tuesday, 
the Common Council passed a 
resolution spearheaded by Alder-
man-at-Large Robert Pecoraro 
urging residents to call and write 
to Albany.

“We implore all North Tonawa-
nda residents to consider calling 
Gov. Cuomo, or Lt. Gov. Hochul, 
at 1-518-474-8390, or write them at: 

The Hon. Andrew M. Cuomo, 
governor of New York state, NYS 
State Capitol Building, Albany, 
NY 12224. 

“Additionally, you can also com-
plete an online form at https://
www.governor.ny.gov/content/
goveor-contact-form,” the resolu-
tion states.

“I want a call to action and I 
need everybody’s help with that. 
They’ll not only be helping the 
Riviera, but it helps the Ghost-
light and other local theaters 
around like the North Park The-
ater (Buffalo) and the Aurora 
Theater (East Aurora) and the 

Rapids Theater (Niagara Falls) 
etc. that need the guidance of 
what they can do to open,” Pec-
coraro says.

Residents are also encouraged 
to donate to the Riviera directly 
via its website www.rivierathe-
atre.org. However, Fillenwarth 
says the best donation right now 
is the time it takes to contact state 
offi cials. 

“Of course we always welcome 
donations, but more than that we 
really want people to voice their 
frustration and support us by de-
livering the message to Albany: 
Please acknowledge that inde-
pendent theaters need to reopen. 
I mean, from a mental health 
aspect alone, people need an es-
cape. They need two hours to free 
their minds, and live entertain-
ment and concerts are so benefi -
cial to that state of mind. We need 
people to stand up and help us be 
heard as we really need,” Fillen-
warth says. 

He was quick to note that what’s 
at stake isn’t just a few jobs and a 
nice building. Rather, Fillenwarth 
says it’s the area’s culture, histori-
cal identity and connection to the 
arts that are truly on the line. 

“This thing is such a treasure 
here,” Fillenwarth says of the the-
ater. “The building has been here 
for 94 years and it’s so important 
that future generations enjoy the 
arts. I mean, the people who work 
here; we’re just keyholders right 
now. The industry itself is going 
to really fall apart unless we try to 
save some of this going forward. 
It’s so important to really keep 
the arts alive, and that’s really 
what we’re fi ghting for.” 

Venues encourage patrons to call state leaders
Continued from Page 1
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Kevin Nephew named president & CEO at Seneca Gaming Corporation
The Seneca Gaming Corp. board 

of directors announced Kevin 
Nephew, an executive with decades 
of fi nancial leadership experi-
ence, was named the corporation’s 
president and CEO. His appoint-
ment, which followed an extensive 
search, was offi cially approved by 
the board earlier in the day.

As president and CEO, Nephew 
will oversee the operation and 
performance of Seneca Gaming 
Corp.’s three casino properties – 
Seneca Niagara Resort & Casino 
in Niagara Falls, Seneca Allegany 
Resort & Casino in Salamanca, 
and Seneca Buffalo Creek Casino 
in downtown Buffalo. The facili-
ties collectively employ more than 
2,700 workers and attract millions 
of visitors each year.

Nephew joined Seneca Gaming 
Corp. in 2014, most recently serv-
ing as vice president of organization 
improvement and development. In 
that role, he successfully devel-
oped and launched a companywide 
continuous improvement program, 
focusing on process improvement 
and delivering improved customer 
service and profi tability across the 
organization. To date, more than 
1,000 Seneca Gaming Corp. em-
ployees have been trained on con-

tinuous improvement principles, 
which have provided savings and 
effi ciencies to the corporation. He 
previously held the roles of ex-
ecutive director of continuous im-
provement and director of budget 
and fi nancial analysis.

“We have seen Kevin’s leader-
ship and commitment fi rsthand 
over the past six years and we have 
every confi dence in his vision for 
leading Seneca Gaming Corpo-
ration and our three world-class 
properties,” said Dr. Lori V. Quig-
ley, chairwoman of the Seneca 
Gaming Corp. board of directors. 
“As an executive and a colleague, 
Kevin has demonstrated an ability 
to inspire positive operational and 
philosophical change throughout 
the corporation for the benefi t of 
our stakeholders, including our 
guests, our more than 2,700 team 
members, and the Seneca Nation. 
The board looks forward to work-
ing collaboratively with Kevin to 
fulfi ll our shared goals for Seneca 
Gaming Corporation.”

Prior to joining Seneca Gam-
ing Corp., Nephew spent 22 years 
working in a series of fi nance posi-
tions with New York state, includ-
ing 15 years as director of fi nancial 
administration for the New York 

State Offi ce of Technology, as well 
as roles with the New York State 
Department of Tax and Finance 
and the New York State Division of 
Budget.

An enrolled member of the Sen-
eca Nation’s Wolf Clan, Nephew 
becomes the fi rst Seneca Nation 
member to lead the corporation in 
its 18-year history.

“I am incredibly humbled by the 
board’s confi dence in my ability 
to lead Seneca Gaming Corpora-
tion forward,” Nephew said. “I 
know well the passion and dedi-
cation our team members bring 
to their jobs every day, and how 
that resonates in the service they 
provide to our guests. I also know 
the important role our properties 
play for our team members, for our 
community, and for the Seneca Na-
tion. Those perspectives will help 
guide my leadership in continuing 
to strengthen our operations and 
make Seneca Gaming Corporation 
and our three properties leaders in 
our industry.”

“The Seneca Nation is very 
proud to see one of our members 
earn this important opportunity,” 
added Seneca Nation President 
Rickey Armstrong Sr. “When we 
opened the doors at Seneca Niag-

ara nearly two decades ago, it was 
a milestone moment in our history 
and a monumental turning point 
for the future of our people. Not 
only will Kevin have the opportu-
nity to make a lasting, positive im-
pact on our Seneca economy, he is 
also setting a positive example for 
our Nation’s younger generations.”

Nephew is a graduate of Buck-
nell University and earned an 
MBA from Columbia University. 
He holds Kaizen training certifi ca-
tion in continuous improvement 
and is currently pursuing Lean Six 
Sigma management certifi cation. 

In addition, Nephew is an adjunct 
professor at Medaille College and 
is a member of the Seneca Nation 
investment board of directors.

David Sheridan, Seneca Gaming 
Corp.’s CFO, who has served as 
interim CEO since the spring, will 
resume his CFO duties.

“David did a remarkable job lead-
ing the company through the un-
imaginable circumstances brought 
on by the global pandemic,” Quig-
ley said. “The board is grateful to 
him, and we look forward to David 
continuing to be a key member of 
our management team.”
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